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If there are events you would like to add to the Community Calendar, please email If there are events you would like to add to the Community Calendar, please email 

them to newsthem to news@daggettcounty.govdaggettcounty.gov.

Visit the Daggett County Website (www.daggettcounty.gov), the Daggett Visit the Daggett County Website (www.daggettcounty.gov), the Daggett 
County Tourism Website (www.flaminggorgecountry.com) or the Daggett County Tourism Website (www.flaminggorgecountry.com) or the Daggett 
School District Website (www.dsdf.org) for more details and to check for School District Website (www.dsdf.org) for more details and to check for 

changes or cancellations. changes or cancellations. 

To see more details on each meeting listed and more,  
see the last page in this Newsletter. 
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It has been a remarkable year in Daggett County! We 

extend our sincerest gratitude to everyone for their 

participation, community spirit, and contributions to our 

many successes.

We introduced several new events this year, enhanced 

some long-standing favorites, and received requests for 

others. Highlights included the Fire Round, Cow Country 

Rodeo, Tower Rock Run, Charlie Jenkins, Daggett Daze 

Preparedness Fair, PRCA Rodeo, Tris Munsick

Concert, and Halloween in the Park.

Looking ahead, we are excited about the upcoming “Light 

Up the Trees” in the park, which has received an incredible 

response, Christmas in the Park on December 6th, featuring 

Santa and Mrs. Claus and Daggett County Holiday Homes:   

A Family Tradition in the Making (see enclosed flyer).

To every person who volunteered their time at any event this 

year—a heartfelt THANK YOU!

As we bring this year to a close, we wish everyone a peaceful, 

joyful, and healthy year for 2026!

To every person who 

volunteered their time 

at any event this year 

a heartfelt Thank You!

COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

R a n d y  A s ay
County Commissioner

J a c k  Ly t l e
County Commissioner

M a t t  T ip p e t s
County Commissioner
Chairman
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Mexican ChampurradoMexican Champurrado

Instructions

1.
Sift masa harina, flour and salt into a large 

bowl. Stir in 3/4 cup warm water. Knead until 

mixture forms a smooth ball, 8-10 minutes.

2.
Weigh out 10-1/2 ounces masa mixture (save 

remaining for another use). Add 2 cups water 

to a blender. Break masa into small pieces 

and add to blender. Process until smooth.

3.
In a large saucepan over medium heat, 

combine remaining 2 quarts water, piloncillo, 

Mexican chocolate, cinnamon stick and 

cloves. Bring to a boil, stirring occasionally. 

Remove and discard cinnamon stick and 

cloves. Pour masa mixture through a fine 

mesh strainer into the chocolate mixture. 

Reduce heat; simmer 20 minutes, stirring 

frequently. Stir in vanilla. Remove from the 

heat. Let stand 10 minutes before serving.

Ingredients

•
2 cups masa harina

•
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour

•
1/4 teaspoon salt

•
3/4 cup warm water

•
2-1/2 quarts water, divided

•
2 piloncillo cones (3 ounces each)

•
2 disks (3 ounces each) Mexican chocolate

•
1 cinnamon stick (3 inches)

•
3 whole cloves

•
3 teaspoons vanilla extract

https://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/mexican-champurrado/
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© 2024 puzzles-to-print.com

Advent
Caroling
Chimney

Christmas
Cold

December
Eggnog

Evergreen

Frostbite

Hanukkah
Holiday

Icicles
Kwanzaa
Mistletoe

Ornaments

Reindeer

Santa Claus
Scrooge
Sleigh
Snow

Tinsel
Twinkling

Winter
Yule

Name: ______________________________________   Date: ______________________

ACROSS
2. Dickens character who hated 
Christmas
4. Injury caused by exposure to 
extreme cold
6. White precipitation that 
covers the ground in winter
9. Shiny decorative strands 
draped on Christmas trees
11. Type of tree that stays green 
all winter long
12. Period of anticipation leading 
up to Christmas
13. Frozen water formations 
hanging from roofs in winter
17. Singing holiday songs door-
to-door
18. Season that officially begins 
in December
21. Description of holiday lights 
at night
22. Festival of Lights celebrated 
in December
23. Full of holiday cheer and 
merriment
24. Major holiday celebrated on 
December 25th
25. Santa’s preferred entry point 
on Christmas Eve
27. Last month of the year, full of 
holiday celebrations
28. Shortest (and longest) day of 
the year

DOWN
1. Plant hung overhead to encourage 
holiday kisses
3. Decorative items hung on Christmas 
trees
5. Winter activity on frozen ponds or 
indoor rinks
7. Santa’s flying helpers during the 
holiday season
8. Creamy holiday beverage
10. Time off from work or school to 
celebrate in December

14. Santa’s vehicle for delivering presents
15. Red and green plant popular as a 
Christmas decoration
16. Common practice during the December 
holidays
19. Jolly gift-giver who visits on Christmas 
Eve
20. African American cultural celebration 
in late December
25. December weather that makes you want 
to bundle up
26. Ancient winter festival that influenced 
Christmas traditions
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Victim’s Advocate
Daggett County Courthouse

95 N 1st West; Manila, UT 84046
435-784-3218 x 220

The Town of Manila 

The Landfill is open every Tuesday from 8am-12pm and the First 
Saturday of every month from 8am-12pm. Oct 1st - March 31st.

The trash pick up is EVERY Monday starting at 7am.

We do not do the punch cards anymore.

Respectfully, Manila Town Council       Public Works - (435) 778 - 0038

PLEASE DO NOT CALL 
THE OFFICER’S ON 
THEIR CELL PHONES 
FOR SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
BUSINESS. 

Sheriff ’s
Suggestions
For Emergencies & Non 
Emergencies CALL 911
Dispatch can access more 
resources faster than the Sheriff ’s 
Office. 
Direct Line to Dispatch:
435-789-4222
NOTE: Winter & Silver Friends 
Checks can now be submitted 
online at www.daggettcounty.gov
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Daggett School Board Highlights  
October & November 2025

October  Highlights
The Board started its October 14th meeting with a hearing to begin the process which would allow 
the district to continue its four-day school week.  This process requires two hearings and an appli-
cation to the State School Board.  An application and subsequent approval is required every three 
years.  There were no public comments.
Following the hearing the Board convened its meeting at 6PM.  First order of business was to rec-
ognize Bobcat Flannery as the Manila Elementary School (MES) Student of the Month.  Bobcat is a 
2nd grader and is a joy to work with and a great friend.  Congratulations Bobcat!!

-

Ranch in McKinnon, Wyoming. FCCLA attended the Fall Leadership Conference for the State Of-
nd and Teka Trip-

th. The Boys team placed 1st and the Girls team placed 3rd

attend the Green Acre Corn Maze. 
The Board approved the Fraud Audit Report and recommendations of the Audit Committee.

The Board approved the LEA (Local Education Agency) endorsements for six teachers to allow 
them to teach in certain areas or subjects beyond their initial certification.  

Principal Terry asked the Board to approve a waiver for the Flaming Gorge Elementary School 
(FGE) Community Council, as they have not been able to get a full council, and they still have 
business to do. The Board approved this request. 

The Board approved a MES Trust Land Plan Amendment that will allow funding that was budget-
ed, but not spent, to be used to pay for the new aide position at the school.

Principals Browning and Terry updated the Board on the Strategic Plan that the committee has 
been working on. 

November Highlights
On November 17th the second hearing to consider continuing the four-day school week was held 
in Manila.  Alan Staggs presented to those in attendance the rational of why the district desires to 
continue a four-day school week.  All of the metrics that were considered showed a positive result 
attributable to a four-day school week.  There were only positive comments at this hearing.
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heard from Kyle Green of Suire Auditors.  Kyle presented to the Board the results of their re-

th grad-

respect.  Good job Brodie!!
-

ities that have occurred this last month (refer to separate article in this Fencepost).  Good job 

The Board approved the four-day school week application to the State School Board.
The Board adopted the school year calendar for 2027 -2028.  Classes will begin on August 
18th th rd with classes starting 

rd.  Spring break will begin on March 17th and end on March 26th.

policy.  This policy will be reviewed at an upcoming board meeting.
th at 6:30 PM at the Manila Elemen-

tary School.  All district employees and their spouses are invited.
st at 7 PM, with a video 

-
cused on our strategic plan, student safety, minimum class and school sizes, busing and trans-

and the FGE gym roof.  A new bus barn was also mentioned as a need.  In anticipation that 

the capital projects needed.  Thanks to all who participated.  Your input was appreciated!
-
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Flaming Gorge Fire and EMS District

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
We wish everyone a happy and safe holiday season.
While the summer is full of fun activities, there’s no
better time for appreciating the small town culture
of our community than the fall and winter months.
As your Fire and EMS District, we’re proud to serve
as your guardians when emergencies arise and want
you to know that we are daily working to improve
our expertise and readiness to respond to any
emergency situation. If you would like to join us in
this cause, then please attend a training or any board
meeting to learn more. Our training and board
meetings are open to the public, but staff are paid
for all training.

: 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 6pm
: contact Casey Olsen for dates
: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 6pm

DISTRICT UPDATES
Here are a few important updates for you to be
aware of.
This is open burn season, but dispatch must be
notified before you start any burns!
Our 2026 operations and planning budget was
approved on November 12, 2025.
HB48 takes effect January 1, 2026 and will likely
affect many properties in Daggett County. If you
would like to know more about this legislation,
then we recommend you visit the FAQ page on
the State of Utah Forestry, Fire, and State Lands
website:

In case of emergency, dial 911

***SAFETY REMINDER***

are always a risk when we get into the
winter months. If you use a fireplace or stove to heat
your home, please make sure you inspect your
chimneys! And regardless of how you heat your
home, now is a good time to test your carbon
monoxide alarms. Contact Chief Gosar if you have
questions about either of these life-threatening
safety concerns.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Thank you to the young women from the Manila
Ward for providing homemade knit blankets, which
we’ve placed on our ambulance for distribution to
anyone we encounter during a response who is in
need. We appreciate your thoughtfulness.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Fire and EMS District: 435-343-9043
Emergency Dispatch: 435-789-4222
Fire Warden: 435-828-1068
Jeff Gosar, Fire Chief

Casey Olsen, EMS Director

Steve Forbes, District General Manager

Flaming Gorge Fire and EMS District Board of Directors
(West District)~ (At Large)~ (East

District)~ Town of Manila)~ (At Large)
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Douglas Wayne Burton Apr. 3, 1951- Oct. 11, 2025. Doug 

(74) lived in Utah where he spent more than half his life. 

Doug was born in Colorado Springs to Arnold W. Burton & 

Florene B. (Brandt) Burton in 1951. A graduate of Mitchell 

High School, he continued on to the University of Denver 

obtaining his Bachelor of Arts degree. He was married to 

Malerie (Voitik) in the 1980’s.

After living in the mountainous region of Colorado 

working in carpentry/construction, real estate, and trout 

consulting, he honed in on the latter in Montana, guiding 

on the Beaverhead river before moving permanently to his 

home of Dutch John, Utah where the Green river flows out 

of the Flaming Gorge reservoir.

Doug is survived by his sisters Natalie (Pete) Ballweber of CO and Stacey Moore of WY. Many 

dear cousins, nieces/nephews and greats also survive him. He was preceded in death by his 

parents.

Shared sentiments show that Doug left deep imprints in people’s hearts, but trod lightly upon 

this earth ~ an avid hunter, sportsman, fly fishing guide and conservationist. Although it is 

hard to define a unique + special person such as Doug in the constraints of a few lines, there 

are several reflections from the people closest to Doug that resonate again & again; He lived 

with a level of contentment few humans experience. He passed through life like a strong but 

slow moving river, never colliding with, rather bending & flowing around obstacles. Doug was 

thoroughly & authentically himself. He valued the simple pleasures of everyday living.

Doug has repeatedly been referred to as a mentor, a friend, a kind man. We knew him to be 

prepared, reliable & wise. Doug simplified life in many ways and moved others to do the same. 

Whether a fly rod, a 28-gauge side-by-side, a camera, pool cue or boat oars were in his hands, 

he was skilled.

Doug’s preferred Celebration of his Life would be for each of us to remember him in doing 

what we shared in common, where the void of his absence is replaced with gratitude for our 

time together. The family foresees a Celebration in Dutch John, Utah Spring of 2026 ~ TBD. 

Online condolences may be shared at www.AshleyValleyFuneralHome.com

Affiliations + An opportunity to honor Doug in a Memorial donation:

Ruffed Grouse Society

Trout Unlimited

Pheasants Forever

Douglas Burton
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Jack Searle

Jack Duke Searle, 76, of Manila, Utah passed away at 

his home

on November 15, 2025.

Jack was born May 4, 1949 in Vernal Utah to Lester 

J and Grace Duke Searle. He is the youngest of 8 

siblings. Jack served in the Army with distinction 

and a great love for freedom. After serving in the 

army he spent many years driving trucks.

He loved fishing, hunting, building things, 

woodwork, looking for fossils, and sharing with 

others. He spent a lot of time in the mountains and 

loved cutting and chopping wood. He not only loved 

heating his home with fires, but often gave firewood 

to others. While wood working he created tables, chairs, log bedframes, cutting boards 

and many other items. He put many hours of love into these projects.

Jack had a strong relationship with Jesus Christ. One scripture he loved and shared 

was Philippians 4:13. “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” He had to 

deal with a lot of health issues and other struggles throughout his life and that scripture 

helped him through. He often visited not only the LDS church of which he was a member, 

but other denominations as well.

Jack is survived by his children Dustin Searle, JaiDe Searle, Brian Searle, Kelly Schulte 

and Grace Searle along with some cute grandsons! He is also survived by his sister Loa 

Chantland. Interesting note is that they shared birthdays 11 years apart. He was preceded 

in death by his parents and his siblings Carl Searle, Nyla Short, Bonnie Jensen, Max Searle, 

Erla Peterson, and Rex Searle.

A Celebration of Life will be held at Lindquists in their Community Center at 3434 

Washington Blvd in Ogden, Utah on December 13, 2025 starting at noon with Military 

Honors.

Jack, you will be greatly missed until we meet again.

Services will be held Saturday, December 13, 2025 at 12 Noon at the Lindquist Mortuary 

3408 S Washington Blvd, Ogden, Utah 84401
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Join us for the annual Community Christmas Dinner, a cherished
evening dedicated to fellowship and celebration. This year, the
dinner will take place on , starting at

. The event warmly welcomes all members of
the community, offering a meaningful opportunity to come

together and embrace the spirit of the season.

As we gather for this special occasion, we turn our hearts to a message from
Luke 2:8-11:

“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night.”

On this evening, we reflect on the profound message of hope and peace
revealed on that first Christmas. The angel’s news to the shepherds serves as a
poignant reminder that the good news is meant for all. As we come together, let
us remember the humble beginnings of that holy night and embrace the angel’s
message of hope and peace. The story of the shepherds reminds us that the
good news is for everyone, no matter where we are or who we may be.
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Christmas Card
Each card set comes with a set of 12- 
5x7 blank cards.  
Cards are available for order, with 
local pick up and delivery options 
avaible. 
Cards are also availabe for purchase at 
Flaming Gorge Market in Manila. 

Indivdial cards are also available for 
purchase. 

Limited quanities available. 

Scan the QR code to be directed to 
the order page. 

Collection 

Images are based from her Paint & Sip Classes taught locally. 
See @ShannaLeeStudios, for more information on classes.

Local Artist, Shanna Northcott, is now offering a Christmas Card Collection. 
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DAG G E T T  C OU N T Y
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Daggett County Newsletter Team 
P.O. Box 219

Manila, UT  84046

Highlight locals 
If you have information on a local 
resident that you want put in our 
Newsletter or information on any 

local events, send it to us at 

news@daggettcounty.gov

Deadline For 
Our Next Issue

Commmit tees  -  Dates  a nd Times

Tow n Meet ings

Meetings & Dates
Want to know about other meetings? 
Let us know and we will see if we can 

add them!

DISCLAIMER
This is printed and created primarily 
for Daggett County residents. This is 
meant to inform but holds no legal 
obligations nor is intended for legal 
purposes. Content created could be 
out of date between receiving the 
information and when distriburion 
is complete. We apologize for any 
errors or ommissions.  

95 North 1st West 
PO Box 387
Manila, Utah 84046

435 784 3222 

news@daggettcounty.gov

December 20th
 at noon

Newsletter Ideas

Town of Manila Town of Dutch John
Manila Town Council Meetings will be the 2nd 
Thursday of each month at 5:30pm.
Manila Planning & Zoning Meetings will be 
held at 5:30pm on the 1st Monday.

Dutch John Town Council meetings are held 
at 7pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each 
month.
Dutch John Planning & Zoning Meetings are 
held at 7pm on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
each month.
Dutch John Volunteer Fire Department held 
at 6pm on the 1st Thursday of each month and 
trainings the 3rd Saturday from 8am-noon. 
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County Commission
Meetings will be held on Tuesdays at 9am, excluding holidays.
County Planning & Zoning
Meetings will be held every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6pm. 
EPPC
Meeting December 11th @ 12pm at court house
Economic Development
Meetings will be held on the 1st Monday of the month at 4pm.   
Search and Rescue
Meetings will be held on the 1st Tuesday @ 6pm at the Daggett County Courthouse.
Shooting Range Committee
Meeting December 10th @5pm at the Courthouse
Daggett Conservation District & Daggett County Weed Board
Both Boards meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month at noon. 
Daggett Trails Committee - Online mtg.  
Second Tuesday of each Month at 6pm.
Note: All Meetings are Open to the Public.                                                                   
Flaming Gorge Fire & EMS District                                                          
Meetings will be held every 2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month at 6pm. 


