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Commissioner Corner
Keeping you Informed

Merry Christmas 

from the 

Daggett County 

Commissioners!

R a n d y  A s ay
County Commissioner

J a c k  Ly t l e
County Commissioner

M a t t  T ip p e t s
County Commissioner
Chairman

COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 

We hope everyone had an amazing Thanksgiving Day and a great 

weekend! With the new snowfall it was the perfect time to search 

out the perfect Christmas tree in the Ashley National Forest. Many 

fond memories are created this way especially if it becomes a 

tradition here in Daggett County.

In mid November many of the county employees attended the 

Utah Association of Counties Conference in St. George, Utah. This 

conference centers around becoming familiar with legislative 

initiatives and bringing forth the funding needs of our County. 

Many training sessions were held providing the latest information 

necessary to keep us up to date with new standards and compliance 

issues.

Elections took place last week and the results will be finalized later 

this week. The date was out of the ordinary due to the resignation 

of Rep. Chris Stewart. It was determined extra time was essential for 

the candidates running to fill this important position.

Now that the 2023 Elections are almost complete we are preparing 

for the 2024 Elections.  Anyone interested in being a candidate 

needs to know that the Candidate Filing in 2024 is from January 

2, 2024 through January 8, 2024.  The listing of open positions 

and additional information is posted at www.daggettcounty.org/

elections or you can visit us or call the Clerk’s Office at 435-784-3154 

for more information.

As we move into December, may the spirit of Christmas abound in 

the hearts of all and bring peace, love and joy to everyone.
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Community Info

Shooting Range UpdateShooting Range Update

The new Shooting Range Project has begun!!! At the end of this 

project there will be a 60 yard pistol range, a 100, 200, & 300 yard 

rifle range, two trap shooting areas, ax throwing areas, and archery 

areas. Gary & Carol Boyd, Brian Nelson, Heidi Steele, and Jack 

Blackham have volunteered many hours of their time moving dirt 

to prepare for this. So feel free to drive out and take a look and 

don’t forget to thank them for their efforts to make this happen.
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County Spotlight

Shooting Range UpdateShooting Range Update

This Spring will be a busy one for the members as the plans to put up signage, 

install fencing, and put together benches, concrete trap shoots, and a lunch 

pavilion will start to take place. Keep in mind these members volunteer 100 

percent of their time and they have worked very hard to make this a possibility. 

There is always room for more volunteering so make sure to come to the 

Courthouse to find out meeting times if you are interested in helping. Thank 

you to all of you that are making this possible! We recognize the hard work and 

appreciate everything you do!!!! The next meeting is Wednesday, December 13 

at 5 PM in the Courthouse. 
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Community Calendar

December 2023

Visit the Daggett County Website (www.daggettcounty.org), the Chamber of Visit the Daggett County Website (www.daggettcounty.org), the Chamber of 
Commerce Website (www.flaminggorgecountry.com) or the Daggett School District Commerce Website (www.flaminggorgecountry.com) or the Daggett School District 
Website (www.dsdf.org) for more details and to check for changes or cancellations. Website (www.dsdf.org) for more details and to check for changes or cancellations. 

If there are events you would like to add to the Community Calendar, please email If there are events you would like to add to the Community Calendar, please email 

them to newsthem to news@@daggettcounty.orgdaggettcounty.org.
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To see more details on each meeting listed and more,  
see the last page in this Newsletter. 
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Recipe Of The Month

Mashed Potato au GratinMashed Potato au Gratin

DIRECTIONS

Preheat the oven to 450 degrees F (230 degrees C). Butter a 13x9-inch 

baking dish.

For the mashed potato, add quartered russet potatoes to a pot with 3 tablespoons salt and enough water to cover by 

2 inches. Bring to a boil over high heat; reduce heat to medium and simmer until tender when pierced with a sharp 

knife, but not falling apart, 15 to 20 minutes. Drain very well.

Return potatoes to the pot, and mash until almost smooth. Add butter, salt, and cayenne. Mash until smooth. 

Add milk and the 4 ounces shredded cheese, and mash and mix until evenly combined. Spread evenly into the 

prepared baking dish, and smooth the top. Season the top with salt and freshly ground black pepper.

For the au gratin potato layer, slice each half potato into 1/8-inch slices.

Fan the potato out slightly at an angle, and place on top of mashed potatoes. Repeat with remaining potato halves 

to cover the surface, creating 4 rows across by 2 potato halves long, using 8 halves total. Depending on the size of 

potato and dish, you may have to adjust the layout to cover.

Generously salt sliced potatoes, and brush generously with melted butter. Scatter the 2 ounces shredded cheese on 

top, and finish with grated Parmigiano-Reggiano. Bake in the preheated oven until sliced potatoes on top are tender 

when pierced with a knife, about 1 hour.  ~www.allrecipes.com

Mashed Potato Base:
6 large russet potatoes, peeled and quartered

3 tablespoons kosher salt

1/2 cup cold unsalted butter, cut in pieces

salt to taste

1 pinch cayenne

3/4 cup milk

4 ounces Comte, Gruyere, or Cheddar cheese, shredded

Au Gratin Potato Topping:
4 large russet potatoes, peeled and halved

2 teaspoons kosher salt

freshly ground black pepper to taste

2 tablespoons melted butter

2 ounces Comte cheese, Gruyere cheese, or Cheddar 
cheese, shredded

1/2 cup grated Parmigiano-Reggiano cheese
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MONTHLY PUZZLE
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MHS Updates
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The Lady Mustangs volleyball 
season was filled with hard work, 

dedication, and memorable 
moments on and off of the court. 
The team was able to bring back 
its entire varsity squad from last 
year as well as bring in a talented 
group of underclassmen. Coach 
Devon Slaugh shared that this 
year the team had the talent to 

play a tougher game schedule than 
in the past, and, as a result, the 
girls played some of their best 
volleyball against several 4A 

schools from Wyoming. The team 
showed extraordinary talent, 
resilience, and sportsmanship 
throughout the entire season. 
The Lady Mustangs concluded 

the year at the state tournament 
which was hosted by the 

University of Utah, where the 
varsity team secured a 7th place 

finish.

The 2023 cross country season 
brought laughs, personal records, 
and friendships. The team had a 

blast jogging and working hard to 
get personal records, and at the 
end of the season, everyone on 

the team qualified for state, with 
three athletes placing in the top 

20th. Daniel Draper, a sophomore, 
placed 9th; Thomas Draper, a 

senior, placed 11th; and Ruthanna 
Wilson, also a sophomore, placed 
17th. Coach Gretchen Northcott 
and Assistant Coach Val Draper 
are proud of how far everyone 

came over the course of the 
season, and everybody on the 

team is excited for what the next 
season will bring.

Manila High Schools 2023 production 
of The Music Man was a remarkable 

showcase of talent, passion, and unity. 
This year’s cast consisted of not only 
high-school-aged students but also 
elementary students and members 

of the community. What many don’t 
realize is that The Music Man was 

selected for its sentimental  
significance, for it was the first play 

that Director Cristijan Draper, playing 
the role of Winthrop, performed in as 

a child. Moreover, the play was 
directed by none other than Teresa 

Draper, Chistijan’s mother. 
This year, the Draper duo joined 

forces once again, however this time as 
co-directors, to pull off a 

show-stopping performance. From 
November 9-11, Manila High School’s 

stage came to life with vibrant 
energy, beguiling bilks, and 

blossoming romances. The cast 
boasted a record 39 individuals, 

making it the most extensive crew the 
directors have worked with here at 
Manila High. The budding talent of 
the elementary school participants, 

the excellent execution of the quartet, 
and the stellar stardom of the cast as a 
whole created a memorable theatrical 

experience that transcended 
generations and celebrated the 

enduring spirit of drama within the 
community. From the breathtaking 

performances to the dedication of the 
cast and crew, the play created 

unforgettable memories.

In celebration of academic 
excellence, the school went to 

Bluebell Corn Maze in Roosevelt, 
Utah. The students of Manila High 
School were able to attend this trip 

if they had a minimum of a 3.5 
GPA. An outstanding 

seventy-seven students were able 
to achieve an honor roll status, 
with forty-eight of those being 
on the high honor roll. This is a 
thrilling time because this is the 

most students to achieve academic 
success in several years. Bluebell 
Corn Maze was filled with many 

exciting activities: a pumpkin 
cannon, steep slides, and a scary 

corn maze. The maze was a 
challenging, adrenaline-rushing 

experience. The trip was filled with 
shared laughter, triumphs, and 

undeniable proof that 
academic success can transform. 

into an experience that goes 
beyond the classroom.

MHS DECEMBER NewsMHS DECEMBER News  
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CChheeeerr && BasketBasketball ball 

November -
18 Sat ur day:  10: 00 AM Mani l a Cheer l eader ’ s 

Pr act i cum @ Ben Lomond Hi gh School .

December -
1 -  2:  Mani l a Hol i day Cl assi c BBB/ GBB
8 -  9:  Br i dger  Val l ey Tour nament  GBB/ BBB
9:  Wi nt er  Cheer  Cl assi c @SLCC Br ui ns Li f et i me 

Act i v i t i es Cent er
15 -  16:  BBB Pi nnacl e Tour nament
15 -  16:  GBB Fl ami ng Gor ge Cl assi c
21:  Mani l a vs Nor t h Summi t t  4/ 5: 30/ 7 BBB

Januar y-
6:  Mani l a @ Snake Ri ver  GBB/ BBB
12:  Ti nt i c @ Mani l a GBB/ BBB
12:  Cheer  Di v i s i on Qual i fier s @ SLCC
13:  Tabi ona @ Mani l a GBB/ BBB
19:  Wendover  @ Mani l a GBB/ BBB
20:  Mani l a vs Br yce Val l ey i n Pr ovo GBB/ BBB
24/ 25/ 26:  St at e Cheer
26:  Mani l a @ Al t amont  GBB/ BBB
27:  Ri ch @ Mani l a GBB/ BBB

Febur ar y-
2:  Mani l a @ Tabi ona GBB/ BBB
9:  Mani l a @ Ti nt i c GBB/ BBB
10:  Mani l a @ Wendover  GBB/ BBB
16:  Al t amont  @ Mani l a GBB/ BBB
17:  Mani l a @ Ri ch GBB/ BBB

sscchheedduullee



School District Updates
DAGGETT SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD HIGHLIGHTS

The Daggett School District Board met on November 14th in Manila.  One of the highlights of this meeting 

was a presentation by Principal Browning regarding junior high and high school student accomplishments 

during the first quarter of this school year.  For the first time ever there were no failed classes.  Additionally, 

77 of 119 students made the honor roll (GPA of 3.5 or better), and of those 77, 48 made the high honor roll 

(GPA of 3.75 or better).  This is a dramatic increase over past 1st quarter achievements.  Way to go Manila 

HS students and good job Manila HS teachers and administrators!   

The board approved the 2025-26 school year calendar.  School is scheduled to start on Wednesday, August 

13, 2025, and end on Thursday, May 21, 2026.  In 2025, students will have a 17-day Christmas break and a 

4-day spring break since Christmas falls on a Thursday.

The board also agreed to consider changes to the 2024-25 school year calendar at their next scheduled 

board meeting on December 12th.  

School Board members discussed attendance at the Utah School Board Association convention on 

January 4-6, 2024 in Salt Lake City.  Most board members will be attending this convention.

The board also made final plans for the Daggett School District Christmas Social on December 12th, 6:30 

PM at the Manila Elementary School.  All district teachers, staff members, administrators and coaches, 

along with their spouses, are invited.

Meeting notes and audio recordings of all Board meetings can be found on-line at Daggett School District: 

click on “School Board”, then under Government Type select “Public School”, then under Entity select 

“Daggett County School District”, then under Public Body select “Board of Education”. 

There will be a Board work meeting on November 28th at 5:00 PM in Manila.  The main purpose of this 

work meeting will be to review Daggett School District’s Vision, Mission and Goals statement and to begin 

the process of updating our long-term strategic plan.  Your input is invited!      

The next regularly scheduled Board meeting is December 12th at 5:00 PM in Manila.  Come join us!   
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Victim’s Advocate 
YOU ARE NOT ALONE 

Daggett County Courthouse 
95 N 1st West; Manila, UT 84046 

435-784-3218 x 220

https://www.dhs.gov/see-something-say-something

Public Safety

Manila Information 

The Town of Manila 

The Dump is open the first Saturday of the month from 9:00 A.M. 
to 2:00 P.M. And Mondays from 9:00 A.M to 2:00 P.M. 

The Town has punch cards that you can purchase at the office and 

they are $50 a piece.

   		  Respectfully, Manila Town Council

Sheriff ’s
Suggestions
 
For Emergencies & Non 
Emergencies CALL 911

Dispatch can access more 
resources faster than the Sheriff ’s 
Office. 

Direct Line to Dispatch:

435-789-4222

NOTE: Winter & Silver Friends 
Checks can now be submitted 
online at www.daggettcounty.org                  

PLEASE DO NOT CALL 
THE OFFICER’S ON 
THEIR CELL PHONES 
FOR SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
BUSINESS.
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TOWN OF MANILA, UTAH
145 E HWY 43/PO BOX 189

Office: 435-784-3143
Fax: 435-784-3356

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT – OPEN UNTIL FILLED

JOB TITLE: MAINTENANCE / LANDFILL WORKER

DEPARTMENT: Town of Manila

REPORTS TO: Public Works Lead

STATUS: Regular/Full Time Non-Exempt

HOURS/WEEK: 40 hours/week M-F 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m

SALARY: Negotiable

SUMMARY: Performs a full array of skilled manual labor activities. Activities included but not limited to maintenance and

repair of the street, town parking lot, and related property. Operate various types of equipment, specialty tools, machinery

and commercial vehicles and preforms manual and skilled work. Operate light and heavy equipment.

PHYSICAL DEMANDS ANDWORKING CONDITIONS:

� Ability to regularly use hands to handle, feel or operate objects.

� Frequently required to stand, walk, talk, hear, sit, climb, balance, kneel, crouch, crawl.

� Frequently must lift, move, and carry up to 80 pounds and occasionally up to 125 pounds.

� Ability to regularly work in outside weather conditions exposed to heat, cold, wet, or humid conditions.

� Indoor and/or outside working conditions

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS: The duties listed below are intended only as illustrations of the various types of work that may be

performed. The omission of specific statements of duties does not exclude them from the position if the work is similar,

related or a logical assignment to this position.

� Pickup town garbage as needed.

� Install, construct, maintain grounds, and related facilities and equipment

� Work in and around underground utilities

� Manual digging and excavating when necessary.

� Perform landscaping/grounds care

� Perform general maintenance activities and cleaning of shop areas

� Perform general labor.

� Perform snow removal

EDUCATION, EXPERIENCE AND SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:

� Education/Experience: Any combination of education and experience equivalent to a high school diploma and

experience in maintenance and repair work. Must be able to operate light and heavy equipment. Must be able to

pass a drug test at any given time. Water/Sewer certifications a plus!

DROP YOUR COMPLETED RESUME AT THE TOWN OFFICE OR EMAIL TO KATHIK@MANILAUTAH.COM

Town Mayor: Kathi Knight Town Council: William Rylander
Town Clerk: Marlena Connor Gretchen Northcott
Deputy Clerk: Samantha Reitz Greg Scott
Public Works: Jim Rodriguiz Randy Browning
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December 2023 Senior Citizens Center
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

26 27 28 29 30 1 2
Christmas Tree 
Lighting & 
Cookies and 
Cocoa 6PM

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

9:30 AM Exercise

RSVP to 801- 558-
8848 for 12/11 
Christmas Dinner

9:30 AM Exercise 
11:30 AM       
Card Games

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

2:00 PM 
Christmas 
Dinner 9:30 AM Exercise

9:30 AM Exercise 
11:30 AM       
Card Games

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

9:30 AM Exercise

9:30 AM Exercise 
11:30 AM       
Card Games

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

    Merry Christmas And Happy New Year
31 1 Notes You can bring a $10 wrapped present, men for men and women for women, for the gift 

exchange on December 11th for the Christmas Dinner.

14



Advertisements

15



Advertisements

16



Advertisements

17



Advertisements

18



19

Advertisements



20

Advertisements

MANILA CHRISTMAS DINNER
Manila Elementary School

Wednesday, December 6th, 6:00 PM

COME JOIN US!

Casual dress
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Daggett County Newsletter Team 
P.O. Box 219

Manila, UT 84046

County Commission 
Meetings will be held on Tuesdays at 9am, excluding holidays.
County Planning & Zoning 
Meetings will be held every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6pm. 
Museum Board
2nd Monday of the Month
Economic Development 
Meetings will be held on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 4pm. 
LEPC - Local Emergency Planning Committee 
Meetings held 5 times per year. Lunch provided. Call Sheriff’s Office for dates and times.
Search and Rescue 
Meetings will be held on the 1st Tuesday at 6:00pm at the Daggett County Jail Sally Port.
Shooting Range Committee 
Meetings will be held the 1st Saturday of the Month.
Daggett Conservation District & Daggett County Weed Board 
Both Boards meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month at noon. 
Daggett Trails Committee - Online mtg.  
Second Tuesday of each Month at 6 PM.
Note: All Meetings are Open to the Public.

Highlight locals 

If you have information on a local 
resident that you want put in our 
Newsletter or information on any 

local events, send it to us at 

news@daggettcounty.org

Deadline For 
Our Next Issue

Commmit tees  -  Dates  a nd Times

Tow n Meet ings

Meetings & Dates

Want to know about other meetings? 
Let us know and we will see if we can 

add them!

DISCLAIMER

This is printed and created primarily 
for Daggett County residents. This is 
meant to inform but holds no legal 
obligations nor is intended for legal 
purposes. Content created could be 
out of date between receiving the 
information and when distriburion 
is complete. We apologize for any 
errors or ommissions.  

95 North 1st West  
PO Box 387 
Manila, Utah 84046

435 784 3222 

news@daggettcounty.org

December 20th
 at noon

Newsletter Ideas

Town of Manila Town of Dutch John
Manila Town Council Meetings will be the 2nd 
Thursday of each month at 530pm.
Manila Planning & Zoning Meetings will be 
held at 530pm on the 1st Monday.
Manila Volunteer Fire Department 
Meetings held at 630pm on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of each month.

Dutch John Town Council meetings are held 
at 7pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each 
month.
Dutch John Planning & Zoning Meetings are 
held at 7pm on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
each month.
Dutch John Volunteer Fire Department held 
at 6pm on the 1st Thursday of each month and 
trainings the 3rd Saturday from 8am-noon. 
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